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While MPI is aware that there could be substantial costs to exporters and farmers, 
particularly if decisions on export applications are deferred significantly after the absolute 
prohibition period ends, it is difficult to determine the level of impact and associated 
business decisions of stakeholders. This is because it relates to an individual business’ 
level of resource and appetite for risk (see section 5.3).  

The Treasury’s Regulatory Quality Team requires that the PIA be completed, provided to 
MPI’s Director-General, and published when the absolute prohibition expires (23 
October 2020) so that impacts from the absolute prohibition and likely impacts of an 
extended prohibition can inform future livestock export policy decisions.  

MPI did not directly consult individual farmers or industry bodies due to time constraints 
around decisions. Animal welfare advocacy groups were also not consulted directly as 
their views are likely to have been captured during consultation as part of the 2019 
Livestock Export Review (2019 Review).  

This PIA is being developed without knowing whether normal livestock export operations 
will resume at the end of the absolute prohibition, as it was developed in parallel with the 
2020 Independent Review 

If normal operations are unable to resume in a timely manner after the end of the 
absolute prohibition, it may not be operationally or financially feasible for the animals to 
stay in the quarantine facilities due to on-going costs of managing the animals. Business 
decisions will need to be made about redistribution or slaughter, both of which will likely 
result in significant costs/losses to exporters and farmers.   

Additionally, MPI is unable to determine the impacts of trading delays on our standing as 
a reputable trading partner. 

As a result of the limitations noted above, the following assumptions have been made 
during the development of the PIA: 

• All animals, currently in quarantine awaiting export, can remain in quarantine 
until the end of the absolute prohibition3. 

• Some level of export will be able to be resumed at the end of the absolute 
prohibition period. 

• Export applications can be processed according to possible new requirements 
as a result of the 2020 Independent Review at the end of the absolute 
prohibition period. 

 
If the above assumptions do not hold, for instance as a result of decisions from the 2020 
Independent Review, further analysis and work may be required to substantiate the 
impact of decisions in relation to the conditional prohibition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Exporters have indicated that they are able to maintain the animals in quarantine while the absolute prohibition is in place. 
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• enabled recommendations from the 2020 Independent Review to be 
implemented while a government is being formed during the caretaker period. 
 

The proposed option was assessed against three primary criteria, which assessed their 
ability to meet the objectives above; these included: , certainty, and good animal 
welfare outcomes.  

The preferred option would: 

• give certainty to exporters, farmers and overseas trading partners about when 
decisions on livestock export applications are likely to resume. 

• ensure good animal welfare outcomes by enabling decisions from the 2020 
Independent Review, aimed at providing good animal welfare outcomes, can be 
implemented during a caretaker government following a general election. 
 

The option was also assessed against one secondary criterion to capture the potential 
administrative costs to the government. 

9(2)(h)

9(2)(h)
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